Right Hon. the Viscount Haldane, K.T.
It was in these circumstances that Haldane went to the War Office. The position was one of extreme difficult^. The Parliament of 1906 was, of course, mad, criminally neglectful of, and indifferent to, all matters of national defence. Its members believed with the late Sir John Brunner that international law was a surer safeguard of. Great Britain than the Fleet; that sloppy international tea-parties were as valuable as military prevision : in a word, that everything should be abolished except the Radical majority. Haldane had no such de-lusions.^ He did not, it is true, believe that Germany would run the incalculable risk of disturbing the peace of Europe; but he never forgot that she might. He soon realised that the whole Army system needed reform from top to bottom; that our military strength, actual and potential, must be immensely increased; and that these measures must be taken in- the teeth of a Parliamentary majority which disparaged him as a Jingo; and derided apprehension as a chimera.
Lord Haldane has all his life been the most industrious man in England. He now flung all his industry, all his address, all his subtlety, and all his eloquence into this gigantic task. He made speeches in the House of Commons of unimaginable length. It must indeed be admitted that his allocu-tions were sometimes what certain critics have alleged against the Science of Law, a little incognos-cible. He deluged his critics with orations which lasted for three or four hours, until they withdrew before him bewildered, dismayed, and numbed by words which fell from him like the snowflakes of Greenland. And soon it became evident that behind
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